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The Examination of TiLENUS before the Triers; in order to 
his intended Settlement in the office of a public Preacher in 
the Commonwealth of Eutopia. 


[Wrote by one who was prefent at the Synod of Dort.] 
[Continued from page 169. | 


Mr. Know-liiile. HEN you will allow the miniftry 


of the word to be of no ufe at all 
in the church of GOD ? 

Tilenus Carnalis. One fun&ion it hath, and no more, 
according tothe /ynod’s dofirine : it ferves for a fign, to re- 
prefent outwardly, what the Spirit works inwardly, as well 
in the will, as in the underftanding : but becaufe it is like 
raifing of the dead, and the creation of the world, it re- 
quires an omnipotent and zrrefiflible operation; therefore the 
{cripture, though it reprefents and urges converfion fo many 
fundry ways (as by way of command, exhortation, promife 
and threatening) yet, to {peak congruoufly to our principles, 
it can imply and fignify it, but as a work of GOD’s, not as 
a duty of our’s; and then why fhould we trouble ourfelves 
ay it, any more than Adam troubled himfelf about the 


creation of Eve, or Lazarus about his own refurreétion ; 


elpecially, feeing we mutt believe it is not in our power to 
help it. forward; and that GOD, in purfuance of his own 
decrees, will infalhbly perform it, though we be call into as 
deep 
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deep a fleep (of fecurity) as Adam was, or lie Honkingyin te 
grave of our corruptions, as did Lazarus. 

Dr. Dubious. Do you then think the ufe of the miniftty 
a thing indifferent, and purpofe to decline it ? 

Tilenus Carnalis. Seeing the moft the word can do, ix 
to make us mora/ men, if yet it can do that, and the Spirit 
is no more bound to wait upon the preaching thereof, than 
to be at our command ; and feeing when he does come, i 
needs none of thofe auxzlary forces to atchieve his arre ffi. 
ble conqueft over our rebellions; and yet GOD hath been 
pleafed fo to order the matter, that aithough the word can. 
not really promote our {piritual good, yet the receiving it 
in vain will aggravate our condemnation; I think it prudent 
to avoid the certain danger, fince no good can accrue byit, 

Mr. Narrow-grace. If you be of that mind, we mul 
leave you to the mercy of GOD, and the ufe of your own 
prayers. 

Tilenus Carnalts. Alas! Sir, you are as much out of the 
flory now as ever; for the grace of prayer (without which 
the duty will be a vain oblation, if not abominable) muftbe 


derived from the fame fupernatural fountain ; and we ca 
not pump it up ourfelves: it comes freely} and whenit 
comes, it 1s fo impetuous, that it is a to refift it 


And fince you fee me altogether filent to thi office, you 
may conclude that this /lence begins in heaven, and that 
GOD will not have me pray, in that he denies me his grace 
to that effeét. But, Sir, you do well to take your leave of 
for it is evident, that GOD hath not employed you, 

as intending any amendment by your miniftry ; fince | fpd 
your doétrine more apt to furnifh a cufhion for the fecure 
and carelefs, or a halter for the doubtful and defpairing, than 
any facred amulet againft the charms and poifon of impiety: 
And yet becaufe, when the wheel is once in motion, a [ttle 
ftrength will be fufficient to continue it, and the fire is ealily 
blown up after it is once kindled; therefore you may pleale 
to make your third experiment upon Tilenus Tepidus. Ang 
I am afraid you can produce no.drument to quicken his 
remiffnefs into amore thorough pace of devotien, which the 
dextrous 
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dextrous ufe of that buckler (the fynod’s do€trine) will not 
be able to put by. Let us hear therefore how you will urge 
him to a further progrefs in piety. 

Mr. Efficax. Do but reflett upon Peter's redoubled ex- 
hortation; 2 Pet.1. 4. He fuppofeth that they had efcaped 
the corruption that 1s in the world through luft. And befides 
this, faith he, gruing all diligence, add to your faith, vertue, 
&c. and give diligence to ital your calla ng and eleéitan /ure. 

Tilenus Tepidus. If St. Peter had underftood our calling 
and ¢/eGion in the fame fenfe you underfland them, his ex- 
hortation had been to hiuttle purpofe : for it 1s as {ure already, 
as the wifdom, truth, and power of GOD, or the blood of 
Chrift, or the feals of the divine decrees, can makeit. | The 
foundation of GOD flandeth fure, having this feal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his,.2 Tim.\1. 19. It were arrogance 
to go-about to Jay any other foundation ; and a folly to ima- 
gine we are able to fortify it by our endeavours. 

Mr. Simulans. But, Sir, we fhould make a confcience 
of the duty, though there were no other neceffity of it, but 
becaufe it is the will of Almighty GOD. 

Trlenus Tepidus. 1 perceive, Sir, you. have forgotten 
your own diftinétion. You told us, GOD hath a two-fold 
will; an outward revealed will, and an inward fecret wll: 
- but, faith 
Pifcator, they are not»properly GOD’s will, for fometimes 
he ne//s the fulfilling of them: as for example, he command. 
ed Abraham to offer up J/aac, yet he nilled the execution of 
it: but his /ecret well 1s the will of his good pleafure, which 
heath therefore decreed fhall ever come to pafs. Where- 
upon one of your divines concludes, there is a kind of holy 
fimulation in GOD. Now, whereas you urge me, to gre 
all diligence, that 1 may grow in grace; if this were the will 
of GOD's good pleafure, he would impel me indeclineably 
to effect it: but if it be only his ouéwardai/, and i impro- 
perly fo called, he having by an errevocabl> decree predeter- 
mined my not doing of it, though it be outwardly command. 
ed; then my not doing his ox/ward will, is the performance 
of bf cret will; and this being his proper wall, wherein 
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His outward will is fignified by his commands 
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confifts his good plea/ure, my compliance ‘herewith mull needs 
be the more acceptable ; eipecially fince to ths he affords 
me his prov remy: concurrence, which he denies me towards 
the accompluhment of the other. 

Mr. Auow-itle. We are taught, that there are degrees 
of glory. One glory of the fun, another of the moon, and an. 
other of the fiars; and {fo there fhall be in heaven, 1 Cor. xy, 
Now grant you are fecure as to the eflate of glory ; yet you 
fhould be earnef in your endeavours to capacitate yourlelf 
for the highefl degrees of it. 

Tilenus Icpidus. ut is not every beam of glory, and 
{park of joy, apportioned and predetermined for all the eded ? 

Dr. Avfolute. It is true, all the degrees of joy and glory 
are isreverfibly decreed to all the ele&t; but yet through 
your re mifinefs, efpecially if that betrays you to any wafting 
fin, you may damp your hopes, and lole the fenfe and com 
fortable apprehenfion thereof. 

Tilenus Lepidus. But full, he that firmly believes the 
things SORCEHRIAS his everlafling hap pinefs are eflablilhed by 
the arrefftabl- power of anzr /peciive decree, may caft away 
all care, and repofe himfell with confidence under the wings 
of that fecurity, 

Dr. Ab/olute. But the f/ynod declares, that the faithful 
muft watch and pray ef hen fall into somnpeations ; and that 
when they grow remifs, quit their guard, and neglect their 
duty, they are many times furprized by the flefh and the 
world, and carried captive into heinous fins ; whereby they 
grieve the Holy Spirit, and incur the guilt of death. 

Tilenus Iefrdus. Such bugbears never trouble me. I 
am taught by the dap to beli eve, that all the fins in “the 
world fhall never be able to feparate an ele perfon from the 
hove of G OD, but rather poe e for his advantage. 

* Mr. Jad-/-ditle. But fuppofe by your fins you fhould 
provoke GOD fo far, that he fhould cut you off, as our Sa- 
viour threatens the Jews; Ye fhadl_die in your fans. And 
Ezek. xviii. 24. When the righteous turneth away from his 
rightcoufne/s, and commatteth iniquity, and doth according 10 
ali the abominations that the wicked man doth, fhall he live? 
Al 
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Ml his righteoufne/s that he hath done fhall not be mentioned: 
in his tre/pafs that he hath trefpaffed, and in his fn that he 
hath finned, in them fhall he dte. 

Tilenus Tepidus. 1 did not expe& fuch a fuppofition 
from you, of all men living: for to {peak properly, GOD 
is never angry but with the reprobates, and I know it is your 
avowed opinion, that the e/ed? can neither fall fadly nor to- 
tally. They diftinguith therefore rghteoufnefs into that 
which is exherent, and that which is zmputed. And they 
confefs, the e/ec? may torlake his soe righteoufnefs, and 
fall into moft foul and horrid fin , but yet he doth not fall 
from his rmtputed righteoufnefs, wd righteoufnefs of Chrift. 
They do alfo diftinguifh between = temporal, and death 
aernal ; aflirming, that the fins of the e/ed?, though never fo 
many or heinous, do not incur the guilt of eternal deat th, but 
only cemporal, which is never inflicted upon them, either as 
acurfe, or before their reflitution : for if you afk them what 
doom David had lain under if death had furprized him in his 
murder and adultery, they will tell you roundly, it was im- 
poflible he fhould die without repentance. 

Dr. Dubious. David’s cafe was extraordinary, and a 
{pecial reafon is given by the /ynod, why he could not die 
before repentance, vzz. becaufe after his fin he was to beget 
a fon, of whom the Mefias thould defcend. 

Tilenus Tepidus. 1 conceive, that ground is too foofe to 
bear the fuperftruéture you would raife upon it; for they 
are not all faints that are in our Saviour’s genealogy, neither 
did David’s fin bereave him of the faculty of generation. 
The fon of Ff’ might have propagated a /em tor the Meffias 
to branch out of, and yet have died in his fin afterwards ; 
the impoffibility therefore of his dying without repentance, 
is grounded upon a more folid foundation, viz. the eternal 
decree of GOD. That immutable love prompts him infal- 
libly to confer the grace of repentance upon the elcét firft or 
laft, how great and how many fins foever they run into. 
And if men had the wit toimprove this moft comtortable doc- 
trine, the advantage of it would be et Men beat 
their brains, and exhaull their treafurc, to find out and ex- 
tract 
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tract Paracel/us’s elixir to preferve them in life and health to 
perpetuity. But here is the only infallible medicine, ten 
thoufand times more fovereign than Meda’s charms, that are 
faid to have reftored 7a/on's tather to his youth. Here isa 
moral antidote again{t death, eafy to be made, and pleafant 
to be taken ; a receipt to make us fhot-free, {word and piftol 
proof; the ingredients are not many, nor chargeable, nor 
hard to be attained. Let a man get a firm perfuafion that he 
is elected, (which the Synodifts fay, every one is bound to 
belteve) then let him be fure to efpoufe fome beloved luft, 
and keep it very warm in his bofom, being careful (as he hath 
free-will to evil) not to caft it off by repentance, and he may 
venture himfelf fecurely in the midft of the greateft perils. 
Let fuch elett perfons take up arms againft their lawful go. 
vernors, and they fhall hew down thoufands of their enemies 
before them, and none of them fhall fall in the attempt, (for 
they cannot die in fin) unlefs fome few, whofe cowardice 
doth melt their hearts into an unfeafonable repentance, while 
they are in purfuit of their defign. 

Mr. Impertinent. But, Mr. Tepedus, to grant you that 
the e/ed? can never fall from grace, yet certainly we are bound 
to be rich in good works, out of gratitude, that GOD may 
have the mare glory. 

Tilenus Teprdus. I need not tell you it will be al! our bu- 
finefs to glorify GOD in heaven; and fo we may adjoum 
that work till we come thither ; for our dvines hold, that fin 
is as much a means for the fetting forth of GOD’s glory as 
virtue is, and that GOD decreed to bring it into the world to 
that purpofe ; and if it be the riches of his grace that we 
thould glorify, how can we glorify thofe better than by an 
abfolute refignation of ourfelves to his grace, (in defpite of 
fin,) and a confident dependence upon the free pardon there» 
of ? And doubtlefs, if GOD would really have me fhew my 
gratitude in any other way of fervice, he would zrref/libly 
prefs me toit; for whatfoever the Lord pleafeth, that he thus 
effcdicth, Pfal.cxxxv.6. And therefore it is the refolution 
of Maccouus, (he inftanceth in David committing murdet 
and adultery) that if we confider the power of the regenerate, 
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snoretpe& ofthe Divine decree, and in re/p-lt of the afual 
Divine providence, and in ri [pect of the permaffion of fin, then 
aman van never do more good than he doth, or commit lefs 
evil than he committeth. His reafon is, that otherwife the 
will of man might be furcd to act independently on the will of 
GAD. Now, if it be thus impoflible to add one cudbzt to 
the fature of the new man, it will (by our Saviour’s argu- 
ment, Mat. vi. 27.) be impertinent and ridiculous to take 
thought.about it. 

Mr. Know-litile. Mr. Teprdus, Mr. Tepidus, whatever 
you fay, the dottrine of the /ynod doth not overthrow the 
practice of piety, for we know, the dodors of that a/fem- 
bly were very worthy god/y men, and {fo are many that em- 
brace their tenets. 

Tilenus Tepidus. Though the perfecution and: banifh- 
ment of their:brethren be no great fign of godlinefs, yet I 
{peak not concerning the perfons that hold fuch opinions, 
but of the nature and tendency of the doétrine, as is now 
evident from this three-fold experiment already made. 

But you have yet another part for me to att, I fhall not 
be fatisfied; till that is over. Another main end of the of- 
fice: minifterzal is to comfort the afflidled and doubtful; and 
lam perluaded, this is rendered ineffeétual by the dorine 
of the f/yxod, as well as the others before mentioned; for 
proot whereof I defire now to exhibit my complaints and 
grievances under the-perfon of Tilenus Tentatus. 

Dr. Confidence. Let us hear what they are. 

Tilenus Tentatus. Time was when I walked comfortably 
before GOD, feeling fuch {piritual confolation flowing into 
my foul, as put me in mind of the Azdden manna, menti- 
oned Rev. 11. 17; and made me cry out in a holy extacy, 2¢ 
is good for me to be here! But now I fee] the tide is turned, 
my wine mixed with water, my joys turned into bitternefs. 
I apprehend the terrors of the. Divine vengeance fet in array 
againft me, the curfes of the law thundering out my fentence 
of condemnation, aud the mouth of hell gaping wide to 
{wallow me up. Thefe apprehenfions are my conftant at- 
tendants: they lie down -and-rife up with me, and pur- 
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fue me fo inceffantly, that 1 am become a burden to my. 


felf. 

Dr. Confidence. This is a ftorm raifed in your bofon 
through the power and fubtiety of fatan: but there is are. 
fuge at hand, an immoveable rock to anchor on, that will no 
futier you to be overwhelmed. Remember that 7e/u; Chnyf 
ws the propitialion for our fins, and hath pure hafed eternat te 
demptron for us. By the facrifice of himfelt he hath purged ow 
fins, and delivered us from the curfe of the law, and from th 
wrath to come, and fatisfied the Drvine juflice, and obtained r. 
conciliation with the Father for us. And every one that is fea. 
jible of his mifery by reafon of fin, and underftands wha 
need he has of a Redeemer, and runs into the arms of Jefus 
Chrift, and embraceth him for his Saviour, and depends 
upon his merits and mediation, and pays a dutiful fubjection 
to his authority by a true and lively faith, hath an interel 
in all thofe benefits. 

Jilenus Tentatus. Sir, I know thefe are exccllent cordial 
to the foul that hath a real intereft in them :, but they are de. 


jigned only tor a very fmall number. For Almighty GOD 


did by an adb/olute decree elet certain particular perfons to 
falvation, then decreed to give his Sonto de for them, and 
irrefiliibly to work in them a faving faith to lay hold upon 
his Son, and attually to apply all the faid benefits to them. 
felves. Now all the proimifes of falvation in Chiill, how 
univerfally foever propounded, being reflrained only 
thefe e/ed?, and the number of them being fo /mall in pre 
portion to the reprodates, there 1s fo much odds againll me, 
that I have reafon to be afraid I am enlifted under the 
greater mulutude. Were the reprobates, tor whom you 
fay, Chrift died not, fewer than the edeé?, yet the fad ap 
prehenfion of thofe eternal torments fatally linked to the 
end of that horrible decree, would prompt me to entertaif 
fears and jealoufies more than enough, leit 1 fhould be filed 
upon that chain, having no affurance to the contrary. How 
much more fhould fearjulne/s and trembling /urprize Ms 
when I confider how few the e/ec# are, even among the valt 
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An ACCOUNT of SEBASTIAN CASTELLIO, 
and MICHAEL SERVETUS. 


Tranflated from Dr. Chandler's Hiftory of Perfecution. 
OHN CALVIN was both in principle and praétice, 


j perfecutor. So entirely was he in the perfecuting mea- 
{ures, that he wrote a treatife in defence of them, main- 
taining the lawfulnefs of putting heretics to death. And 
that by heretics he meant fuch who differed from himfell, 
is evident from his treatment of Ca/ed/zo and Servetus. 

The former, not inferior to Ca/vin himfelt in learning 
and piety, had the misfortune to differ from him in judg- 
ment, in the point of abfolute predeftination. This Caivir 
could not bear, and therefore treated Ca/el/zo in fo rude and 
cruel a manner, as I believe his warmeft friends will be 
afhamed to juftify. In fome of his writings - calls him, 
bla/phemer, reviler, malicious, barks g dog, full of renorance, 
beftiality and impudence, impoftor, a bafe corrupter of the fa- 
red writings, a mocker of GOD, a contemner of all religion, 
an impudent fellow, a filthy dog, a knave, an impious, lewil, 
vook«d-minded vagabond, begga ly rogue. At other times he 
calls him, @ defeiple and bro ther of Servetus, and an herettc. 
Caftello’s reply to all thofe flowers, is worthy the patience 
and moderation of a chriflian, and from his flanderer he 
appeals to the righteous judgment of GOD. But not con- 
tent with thefe inveétives, Calvin farther accufed him of 
hree crimes, which Cefleliio particularly anfwers. The 
firft was of theft, in taking away fome wood that be longed 
to another perfon, to make a fire to warm himfelf withal. 
This Calvin calls cur f: d £4in, at another’s expence and da 
mage; whereas, in truth, the faét was this. Caflelito was 
thrown into fuch circumftances of poverty by the perfecu- 
tions of Ca/uin and his friends, that he was {carce able to 
maintain himfelf. And as he dwelt near the banks of the 
Rhine, ~” — at Jeifure hours, to draw out of the rive 
with a hook, the wood that was brought down by the waters 
Ofit. - This ‘rial was no private property, but every man’s 
thas 
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that could catch it. Ca/lel/vo took it in the middle of the 
day, and amongft a great number of filhermen, and feveral 
of his own acquaintance ; and was fometimes paid money 
for it by the decree of the fenate. This the charitable (yi. 
wzn magnifies into a theft, and publifhes to the world, t 
paint out the character of his chriftian brother. 

But his acewfation ran farther yet; and be calls GOD 
to witnefs, that whilft he maintained Cafel/zo in his houfe, 
* he never faw any one more proud, or perfidious, or void 
“* of humanity ; and it was well known he was an impoftor, 
of a peculiar impudence, and one that took pleafure in 
‘“* {cofing at piety, and that he delighted himfelf in laugh. 
“‘ ing at the principles of religion.” Thefe charges Caftella 
anfwers in fuch a manner, as was enough to put even mahice 
itfelt to filence. For ne withftanding Calvin's appeal to 
GOD for the truth of thefe things; yet he himfelf, and two 
of his principal friends, who were eminent preachers i in Sa 


€é 


voy, prefled Cafellio, even contrary to his inclination, t 
take the charge of a {chool in vation’ ; and therefore, a 
he fays to Caluzn, * with what confcience could vou make 
“me mafter, if you knew me to be fuch a perfon whenl 
** dwelt in your houfe? What fort of men mufl they be, 
“ who would commit the education of children to fucha 
wicked wretch as you appeal to GOD you knew me 
* be?” But what is yet more to the purpofe, is, thatafter 
he had been mafler of that fchool three years, Calvin gave 


him a teftimonial, written and figned with his own hand, 


&é 


as to the integrity of his paft behaviour, affirming, amongh, 


other things, that ** he had behaved himfelf in fuch a man 
“ner, that he was, by the confent of all of them, appointed 
to the paftoral office.” And in the conclufion he adds, 
“¢ left any one fhould Jit & any other reafon why Sebaftian 
went from us, we teftify to all wihevefieedy he may come, 
* that he himfelf voluntarily left the fchool, and /o behaved 
“ himfelf init, that we adjudged him worthy this facred ma 
~ nifiry. And that he was not a€tually received into it, was 
non aliqua vite macula, not owing to any blemifh of his 


life, or to any impious tenets that he bield j in matters of 


“ faith ; 
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« faith; but to this only caufe, the difference of our opi- 
« nions about Solomon’s fong, and the article of Chrilt’s de- 
‘* feent into bell.” 

But how is this teftimonial, that Ca/lel/zo had no macula 
wt, was unblameable as to his life, reconcileable with the 
appeal to GOD, that he was proud and perbdious, and void 
of humanity, and a profeffed fcoffer at religion, whillt be 
dwelt at Calvin’s houfe ? Ii this charge was true, how came 
Calvin and his friends to appoint him mafter of a {chool, and 
jedge him worthy the facred miniftry ? Or if he was of fo 
bad a charatter once, and afterwards gave the evidence ofa 
fincere repentance by an irreproachable behaviour, what 
equity or juitice, what humanity or honour, was there im 
publifhing to the world faults that had been repented of, and 
forfaken ? Cajtelézo folemnly protefls, that he had never in- 
jared Calvin, and that the fole reafon of his dilpleafure again 
him was, becaufe he differed from him in opinion. On 
this account he endeavoured to render him every where 
impious, prohibited the reading of his books ; and, whats 
the lait effort of enmity, endeavoured to exciie the civil 
magiftrate againft him, to put him to death, But GOD 
was plealed to protett this good man from the rage of his 
enemies. He died at Bafl in peace, and received an he- 
nourable burial, the juft reward of his piety ard learning. 

But Ca/vin’s treatment of the unfortunate Serucius was 
yet more fevere. His book entitled Re/lituézo Chrifiiani/mr, 
which he fentin MS. to Caluzn, enraged him to that degree, 


that he afterwards kept no temper or meafures with him; 


fo that, [as Bod/ee and Uyienboga..i relate} in a letter written 
by him to his friends Viret end Farrel, he tells them, 
“ That if this heretic [Servetws| fhould ever fall into his 
“ hands, he would take care that he fhould lofe his life.” 
Servetus’s imprifonment at Vienne, foon gave him an oppor- 
tunity to fhew his zeal againft him: for, in order to 
ftrengihen the evidence againf{t him, Ca/vin fent to the ma- 
gifltrates of that city the letters and writings which Servetus 
had tent to him at Geneva. This is evident from the fen- 
tence atfeif againgt him, in which thofe writings, as well as 
his 
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his printed book, are exprefsly mentioned as containing the 
proofs of his herefy. Whether Ca/vin fent them of his own 
accord, or at the defire ot the magiftrates of Vienne, 1 thal 
not prefume to determine. If of his own accord, it wasa 
bafe oficioufnefs, and if at the requeit of thofe wo 
it was a moft unaccountable conduéi in a Proteflant, 
fend evicence to a Popifh court, to put a Proteftant to 
death ; efpecially confidering that Servetus could not differ 
more from Calvn, than Calvin did trom the Papifts, their 
common adverfaries, and who certainly deferved as much 
to be burnt, in their judgment, as Servetus did in Ca/vm's, 
Befides this, Servetus tarther chargos him with writing to 
one William Tre at Lyons, to furnthh the magiftrates of that 
city with matter of accufationfagainft him. ‘The author of 
the Bibliotheque betore-mentioned, fays, this ts a mere 10- 
mance drefled up by Servetus. I confels it doth not appear 
to me in fo very romantic a light ; at leaft Calvin’s vindiea. 
tion of himfelf trom this charge, doth not feem to be altoge. 
§, “ It 1s commonly 


ther fufficient. He fay reported, thatl 


* occafioned Serveius to be pn eo dat Juenne, on whieh 
* account it 1s faid by many, that I have aéted d:fhonourably, 
* in thus expofing him to the mertal enemies of the faith, as 
*“ though I had thrown him into the mouths of the wolves, 
esc 


into fuchan 
* imtimacy with the Pope's officers? Itis very likely, truly, 
and that 
“ thofe who agree with me, jufl as Belial doth with Jefus 


But if bele« 4 h you, how came I. {9 fuddenly 


b 


1_j ’ 
that we fhould correfpond together by letters ; 


’ 


* Chrift, fhould enter into a plot with their mortal enemy, 
“as wiih their companion. ‘this filly calumny will fall to 

, y 11 ° crt ie 
“ the ground, when I fhall fay, in one word, That there is 


“ nothing in it.””. But how doth all this confute Servetwss 
charge ? For whatever diferences there might be between 
€alvin and the Papiils in fome things, yet why might he not 
write to the Papifls at !’zenne to put Servetus to death tor what 
was equally counted herefy by them both, and when they 
acreed, as the moft intimate friend andetemnanions, in the 
lawlulnefs of putting heretics to death.) What Ca/vin fays 
ef the abfurdity of. an intimacy and confpiracy with hum, 

Ree their 
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their mortal énemy, is no abfurdity at all. Herod and Pon- 
tius Pilate, though enemies, agreed in the condemnation of 
the Son of GOD. __ Befides, it is certain, that the magilirates 
of Vienne had Servetus’s manufcripts fent to them from Ge- 
neva, either by Calvin, or the magitftrates of that city: and 
when Servctus was alierwards apprehen ied at Geneva, the 
magiftrates there fent a mellenger to Vienne, for a copy at 
the procefs that had been there carried on again{l him, which 
that meflenger received, and atiually brought back to Geneva. 
So that nothing is more evident, than that there was an in- 
timacy and con{piracy between the Proteftants et Geneva and 
the Papifts at }zenne, to take away the lie of poor Ser Luss 
and that theugh they were mortal enemies in other things, 
and as far different from one another as Chrift and Belial, 
yet they agreed harmonioutly in the doctrine and practice of 
perfecution, and were one in the defign and endeavour of 
murdering this unhappy phyfician. And though Cafin 1s 
pleafed magifterially to deny his having any communication 
by letters with the Papilts at Venn, yet I sear his. denial 
far from fufficient to remove the fufpicion. e himfelf ex- 
prefsly fays, that many perfons blamed him for not a¢ling 
honourably in that affair; and the accufation was fupported 


by Servetus’s cor nplaint, and by what is a much ftronger evi- 


dence, by the original papers and letters which Servetus head 
fe "nt to Ca ty which W cre attual ly p roduc ed by tl 1c judg ce 
at | zenne, pie recited in the fentence as part of the founda- 


tion of his condemnation. And as Calvin himfelt never, as 
I can find, hath attempted to clear up thefe {trong circum- 
itances, though he owed it to himfelf and his friends, I think 
he cannot well be excufed from pra¢tifing the death of Ser- 
vetus at Vienne, and lending his affiflance to the bloody Pa- 
piits at thar place, the more effectually to procure his con- 
demnation. 


+ he nravid oe. ae SE ’ 
But he providentially made his efcape from imprifonment, 
4 4 A 
a pee ‘in -, ads ye 
and was, June 1 1553, condemned for contumacy, and 


burnt in eluigy by order of his jue iges, having himfelf pot 
fafe to Geneva. But | he had not been long 
j 


J 
£ him { ’ c . . ° ail 
Y rs/7 2 pO r ry ‘Y , 4 / } } ; 
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in tais city, be- 
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bis pupils, to make information againift him, wifely avoid 
ing it himfelf, becaufe, according to the law of Gen va, thie 
accufer muft f{ubmit to imprifonment with the party he ae. 
cufes, tll the crime appears to have a folid foundation and 
proof. Upon this information Serue¢tus was apprehended 
and imprijened. Ca/vin ingenuoully owns, * that this whole 
allair was carrred on at his inflance and advice; and that, 
im. order to bring Servetus to reafon, he himfelf found out 
the party to accufe him, and begin the procefs againft him, 
And therefore, though, as the fore-mentioned author of the 
Bibliotheque tor January, &c. 1729, obferves, the aétion after 
iis Commencement was carried on according to the cour 
oi law; yet, as Calvin accufed him for herefy, got him im 
prifoned, and began the criminal procefs againift him, he is 
anf{werable tor all the confequences of his trial, and was in 
reality the firft and principal author of his death, efpecially 
as the penal laws againil heretics feem at that time to have 
been in force at Geneva, fo that Servetus could not efcape 
the fire upon his conviction of herefy, 

When he was in gaol, he was treated with the fame n- 
gour asif he had been detained in one of the prifons of the 
Inquifiion. He was ftripped of all means of procuring him 
felt the conveniencies and {upplies he needed in his confine. 
ment. They took from him ninety-feven pieces of gold, @ 
goid chain worth twenty crowns, fix gold rings, and at laf 
put him into a deep dungeon, where he was almoft eaten up 
with vermin. All this cruelty was praéiufed upon a Pro- 
teftant, in the Proteftant city of Geneva. Befides this, he 
could never get a prottor or advocate to affift him, or help 
him in pleading his caufe, though he requefted it, as being 
a iiranger, and ignorant of the laws and cuftoms of the 
country.  Calun, at the requeft of the judges, drew up cet 
tain propofitions out of Servetus’s books, reprefenting them 
as blafpheinous, full of errors and profane reveries, all re- 
pugnant to the word of GOD, and to the common confent 
of the whole church ; and indeed appears to have been at 
quainted with, and confulted in the whole procefs, and to 


have 


* See his epittles to Sultzer and Farrel, 
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have ufed all his arts and endeavours to prevent his coming: 
off with impunity. 

It is but a poor and mean excufe that Calvin makes for 
himfelf in this refpe@, when he fays, “ As to the faét, I will 
« not deny, but that it was at my profecution he was impri- 
“ foned—but after he was convicied of his herefies, 1 made 
“ no inftances for his being put to death.” ’ But what need 
of inftances ? He had already accufed him, got him impri- 
foned, profecuted in a criminal court for the capital crime of 
herefy, and actually drew up forty articles againft him for 
herefy, blafphemy, and falfe doéirine. When he was con- 
viéted of thefe crimes, the law could not but take its courfe, 
and his being burnt to death was the neceflary confequence 
of his conviction. What occafion was there then for Ca/vzn 
to prefs his execution, when the laws themfelves had ad- 
judged him to the flames ? 

But even this excufe, poor as it is, is not fincerely and 
honeftly made. For Calua was refolved to ufe all his inte- 
reft to deftroy him. In his letter to Farrel he exprefsly fays, 
“ T hope, at leaft, they will condemn him to death, but not 
“to the terrible one of being burnt.” And in another to 
Sultzer, “* Since the Papifts, in order to vindicate their fu- 
“ perftitions, cruelly fhed innocent blood, it is a fhame that 
“ Chriflian magiitrates fhouid have no courage at all in the 
“ defence of certain truth. However, I will certify you 
“of one thing, that the city-treafurer is rightly determined, 
“ that he {hali not efcape that end which we wilh him.” And 
uw another to the churchaat Francfort, “The author [{ Serve- 
“ tus] is put in gaol by our magiftrates, and 1 hope he’ll 
“ fhortly fuffer che punifhment he deferves.” There was 
but one way poffible for him to efcape, and that was by 
bringing his caufe from the criminal court, where he was 
prolecuted, before the council of the Two Hundred. And 
this Calczn vigoroufly oppofed, and refletted on the fyndic 
himfelf for endeavouring it. He fays, that he pretended ill. 
nefs for three days, and then came into court to fave that 
wretch. { Servetus | irom punifhment, and was not afhamed to 
demand, that the cognizance of the affair fhould be referred 
Le to 
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to the Two Hundred. However, he was unanimoufly cog, 
demned. .Now, what great difference is there between, 
profecutor’s endeavouring to prevent the only method, 
which @ criminal can be faved, and his aétually prefling for 
his being put to death ? Calvin aétually did the former, anj 
yet would fain perfuade us he had no hand in the latter, 
is much of a piece with this, his defiring that the rigour of 
Servetus’s death might be mitigated ; for as the laws again 
heretics were in force at Geneva, the tribunal that judged Se. 
vetus, could not, after his conviétion of herefy, abfolve him 
from death, or change the manner of it, as Ca/vin fays he 
would have had it; and therefore his defiryng that ther. { 
gour of it might be abated, looks too much like the prattie 
of the inquifitors, who when they deliver over an hereticw § 
the fecular arm, befeech it fo to moderate the rigour of the 
fentence, as not to*endanger life or limb. He was accord, 
ingly burnt alive on Oétober 27, 1553- 
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SERMON V. 


On 1 Cor. xil. 25. 
That there might be no _[chifm in the body. 


1. 9 F there be any word in the Engh/h tongue as ambiguous 

and indeterminate in its meaning as the word church, 
it is one that is nearly allied to. it, namely, the word /chi/m. 
It has been the fubje€t of innumerable difputes, for feveral 
hundred years: and almoft innumerable books have beet 
written concerning it, in every part of the chriftian world 
A very large fhare of thefe have been publifhed in our cou 
try ; particularly during the laft century, and the beginning 
of the prefent. And perfons of the ftrongeft underftanding, 
and the moft confummate learning, have exhaufled all thei 
ftrength upon the queftion, both in converfation: and wit 


ing. This has appeared to be more neceflary than ot 
nce 














outly con, 
petween g 
ethod, by 
efling for 
rmer, and 
latter. Jt 
rigour of 
WS againg 
idged Ser. 

folve him 

n fays he 


at ther. § 


€ practice 


heretic to & 


yur of the 
$ accord, 


nbiguous 
1 church, 
d {chm 
r feveral 
ive been 
n world. 
ur coun 
eginning 
ftanding, 
all their 
nd writ- 
an ever, 

fince 


A SERMON ON 1 COR. Xil. 25. £19 


fince the grand feparation of the Reformed from the Ro- 
mifh church. This is a charge which the members of that 
church never fail to bring againft all that feparate from her; 
and which confequently has employed the thoughts and pens 
of the moft able difputants on both fides. And thofe of each 
fide have generally, when they entered into the field, been 
fecure of vi€tory ; fuppofing the ftrength of their arguments 
was fo great, that it was impoflible for reafonable men to 
refift them. 

2. But it is obfervable that exceeding little good has been 
done by all thefe controverfies. Very few of the warmeft 
and ableft difputants have been able to convince their oppo- 
nents. After al} that could be faid, the Papifts are Papitts, 
and the Proteftants are Proteftants flill. And the fame fuc- 
cefs has attended thofe who have fo vehemently difputed 
about feparation from the church of England. Thofe who 
feparated from her were eagerly. charged with {chifm : they 
as eagerly denied the charge. And fearce any were able to 
convince their opponents, either on one fide or the other. 

g. One great reafon why this controverfy has been fo 
unprofitable, why fo few of either fide have been convinced, 
is this: they feldom agreed as to the meaning of the word 
concerning which they difputed: and if they did not fix the 
meaning of this, if they did not define the term, before they 
began diiputing about it, they might continue the diipute to 
their lives end, without getting one ftep forward ; without 
coming a jot nearer to cach other than when they firft fet 
out. 

4. Yetit muft be a point of confiderable importance, or 
St. Paul would not have fpoken fo ferioufly of it. It is 
therefore highly needful that we fhould confider, 

Fir, The nature, and 

Secondly, The evil of it. 

I. 1. It is the more needful te do this, becaufe among the 
mumberlefs beoks that have been written upon the fubjeét, 
both by Romanitts and Proteftants, it is dificult to find any 
that define it in a fcriptural manner. The whole body of 
Roman Catholics define {chifm, a Jeparation from the church 
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of Rome : and almoft all our own writers define it, a'fepara, 
tion from the church of England. ‘Thus both the one an 
the other fet out wrong, and itumble at the very threfhold 
This will eafily appear to any that calmly confider the feye, 
ral texts wherein the word /chz/m occurs. From the whol 
tenor of which it is manifefi, that itis nota feparation from 
any church (whether general or particular, whether the 
Catuo'ic, or any national church) but a feparation ing 
church. 

2. Let us begin with the firft verfe, wherein St. Pay! 
makes vfe of the word. It is the tenth verfe of the firh 
chapter of his firft epiftle to the Corinthians. The words are, 
I befeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord F+/us Chrif, 
that » all [peak the fame thing, and that there be no chifm 
(the original word is extents) among you. Can any thing 
be mors plain, than that the /chz/ms here fpoken of, wer 
not ‘eparations from, but divifions zn the church of Corzath! 
Accordingly it follows, But that ye be perfedily united toge, 
ther, in the fame mind, and in the fame judgment. You fet 
here, that an union in mind and judgment was the direéiop 
pofite to the Corinthian fchifm. This confequently wasnat 
a feparation from the church or chriftian fociety at Corinth; 
but a feparation in the church : a difunion in mind and judg 
ment (perhaps alfo in affeftion) among thofe who, notwith 
ftanding this, continued outwardly united as before. 

g. Of what nature this {chifm at Corinth was, is ftill more 
clearly determined (if any thing can be more clear) by the 
words that immediately follow. Now this I /ay—Thiss 
the fchifm of which I fpeak, you are divided into feparate 
parties; fome of you {peaking in favour of one, fome of 
another preacher, Every one of you faith, ver. 12, J am of 
Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas (or Peter.) Who 
then does not fee, that the {chifm for which the apoflle here 
reproves the Corinthians, is neither more nor lefs, than the 
fplitting into feveral parties, as they gave the preference t 
one or another preacher? And this fpecies of fchifm there 
will be occafton to guard againft in every religious com 
munity. 


4. The 
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gs The fecond place where the apottie ufes this word, 18 
in the eighteenth verfe of the eleventh chapter of this epiftle. 
When ye come together in the church, the chriftian congrega- 
tion, J hear that there are divifons (the origimal word here 
allo is exsonate /chifms) among you. But what are thefe 
jferifns ? Tite apottle immediately tells you, (ver 20.) When 
you come together, profefling your defign 1s to eat the Lord's 
fupper, every one taketh before another his own /upper, as if 
it were a common meal. What then was the /chz/m? It 
feems in doing this, they divided into little parizes, which 
cherifhed anyer and refentment one againft another, even 
at that folemn feafon. 

5. May it not be obferved (to make a little digrefhion 
here, for the fake of thofe who are troubled with needlefs 
fcruples on this head) that the fin which the apoftle charges 
on the communicants at Corinth in this chapter, 1s ufually 
quite mifunderftood. It was precifely this and nothing elfe, 
the taking one before another his own fupper: and in fucha 
fhocking manner, that while one was hungry, another was 
drunken. By doing this, he fays, ye eat and drink (not 
damnation ; a miftranflation of the word, but): ;udgment, 
temporal judgment fo your/elves : which fometimes fhortened 
their lives. For this cawfe—For finning in this vile man- 
ner, many are weak and fukly among you. Obferve here two 
things: Firft, what was the fin of the Corinthians ?- Mark 
it well, and remember it. «It was taking one before another 
his own fupper, fo that while one was hungry, another was 
drunken. Secondly, What was the punifhment ? It was bo- 
dily weaknefs and ficknefs, which without repentance might 
end indeath. But what is this to you? You cannot com- 
mit ther fin: therefore. you cannot incur their punith- 
ment. 

6. Buttoreturn. It deferves to be ferioufly remarked, 
that, an this chapter, the» apoftle ufes the word herefies as 
exactly equivalent with the word /chi/ms. I hear, fays he, 
ver. 18, that there are filu/ms among you, and I partly be- 
leve it: ‘he then adds, ver. 19, for there muft be hereftes 
another word for the fame thing) among you, that they 


which 




































































































































































222 A SERMON ON I COR. xt. 25. 


which are approved among you, may be made manifeft. Asif 
he had faid; * The wildom of GOD permis it fo to be, 
for this end, for the clearer manifeftation of thofe whofe 
heart is right with him.” : This word therefore (herefy) 
which has been fo flrangely diftorted for many centuries 
as if it meant erroneous opinions, opinions contrary to the 
faith delivered to the faints, which has been made a pre. 
tence for deitroying cities, depopulating countries, and fhed. 
ding feas of innocent blood ; has not the leaft reference to 
opinions, whether right or wrong. It fimply means, wher. 
ever it occurs in {cripture, divefons, or parties in a religious 
community. 

7. The third and the only remaining place in this epiflle, 
wherein the apoftle ufes this word, is the twenty-fifth verle 
of the twelfth chapter ; where {peaking of the church (he 
feems to mean the church umiverfal, the whole body a 
Chrift) he obferves, GOD hath tempered the body together, 
having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked, 
that there might be no fchifm in the bedy, ver.24, 25. He 
immediately fixed the meaning of his own words, bud thatthe 
members might have the fame care one for another : and wht 
ther one member fuffer, all the members fuffer with it, or dm 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. We 
may eafily obferve, that the word /chi/m here means the 
want of this tender care for each other. It undoubtedly 
means an alienation of affection in any of them toward thet 
brethren: a divifion of heart, and parties fpringing there 
from, though they were flill outwardly united together: 
though they ftill continued members of the fame external fo- 
ciety. 

8. But there feemsto be one confiderable obje€iion againfl 
the fuppofing here/y and /chz/m to mean the fame thing. It 
is faid, St. Peter, in the fecond chapter of his fecond epille, 
takes the word herefics in a quite different fenfe. His words 
are, ver. 1, There fhall be among you falfe teachers, who will 
bring in damnable (or deltruétive) herefics, denying the Lord 
that bought them. It does by no means appear, that St. Pe 
ter hese takes the word Aere/es im any other fenfe than at. 
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Paul does. Even in this paflage it does not appear to have 
any reference to opinions good or bad. | Rather it means, 
they will bring in, or occafion, deftruchve partes or | fetis 
fo it is rendered in the common French tranflation) who 
deny. the Lord that bought them: {uch feéts now {warm 
throughout the chriftian world. 

g. I fhall be thankful to any one who will point to me 
any other place in the infpired writings, where this word 
fchifm is to be found. I remember only thefe three. And 
‘it is apparent to every impartial reader, that it does not in 
any of thefe mean, a feparation from any church or body 
of chriftians, whether with or without caufe. So that the 
immenfe pains which have been taken both by Papifis and 
Proteitants, in writing whole volumes againil {chifm, as a 
feparation, whether from the church of Rome, or from the 
church of England, exerting all their ftrength, and bringing 
all their learning, have been employed to mighty little pur- 
pole. They have been fighting with thadows of their own 
raifing : violently combating a fin, which had_no exiftence, 
but in their own imagination, which is not once forbidden, 
no, nor once mentioned either in the Old or New Tefla- 
ment. 

10. “ But is there no fin refembling what fo many 
learned and pious writers have termed /chi/m? and againit 
which all the members of religious communities have need 
to be carefully guarded ?” I do not doubt but there is; and 
I cannoi tell, whether this too may not in a remote fenfe 
be called /chi/m. I mean, “ a caufelefs feparation from a 
body of living chriflians.” | There is no abfurdity in taking 
the word in this fenfe (though it be not ftriétly fcriptural.) 
And it is certain, all the members of chriftian communities 
fhould be carefully guarded againit it. For how little a 
thing foever it may feem, and how innocent foever it may 
be accounted, /ché/m, even in this fenfe, is both evil in it. 
felf, and productive of evil confequences, 

11. It is evil in itfelf. To feparate ourfelves from a 
body of living chriftians, with whom we were before united, 
is a grievous breach of the law of love. It is the nature of 
love 
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love to unite us together: and the greater the love, tp 
ftri€ter the union. And while this continues in its ftrength, 
nothing can divide thofe whom love has united. It is nly 
when our love grows cold, that we can think of feparag 
from our brethren. And this is certainly the cafe with any 
who willingly feparate from their chriftian brethren, Thy 
pretences for feparation may be innumerable; but want 
love is always the real caufe: otherwife they would {ij 
hold the unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace. ki 
therefore contrary to all thofe commands of GOD, whereis 
brotherly love is enjoined: to that of St. Paul, let brotherly 
love continue: that of St. John, my beloved children, love i 
another : and efpecially to that of our bleffed matter, thisit 
my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved yor, 
Yea, dy this, faith he, fhall men know that ye are my dif 
ples, uf ye lave one another. 

12. And as fuch a feparation is evil in itfelf, beings 
grievous breach of brotherly love, fo it brings forth evi 
fruit ; it is naturally produétive of the moft mifchievous com 
fequences. It opens a door to all unkind tempers, bothia 
ourfelves and others. It leads direétly to a whole train @ 
evil-furmifings, to fevere and uncharitable judging of each 
other. It gives occafion to offence, to anger, and refent 
ment, perhaps in ourfelves as well as in our brethren, 
which, if not prefently flopped, may iffue in_ bitternely 
malice and fettled hatred; creating a prefent hell wherevet 
they are found, asa prelude to hell eternal. 

13. But the ill confequences of even this f{pecies of fchila, 
do not terminate in the heart. Evil tempers cannot long 
remain within, before they are produétive of outward fruit 


Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth {fpeaketh. As 4 


he whofe heart is full of love, openeth his mouth with wif 
dom, and in his lips there is the law of kindnefs; fo ht 
whofe heart is full of prejudice, anger, fufpicion, or af F 
unkind temper, will furely open his mouth in a manner cor 
refponding with the difpofition of his mind. And _ hence 
will arife, if not lying and flandering (which yet will hardly 
be avoided) bitter words, talebearing, backbiting, and evils 
{peaking of every kind. 


14. From 
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14. From evil words, from. talebearing, backbiting, and 
evil-fpeaking, how many evil works will naturally fow ? 
Anger, jealoufy, envy, wrong tempers of every kind, do 
rot vent themfelves merely in words, but pufh men conti- 
rurally to all kinds of ungodly and unrighteous attions. A 
plentiful harveit of all the works of darknefs, may be ex- 
pected to {pring from this fource : whereby in the end thou- 
fands of fouls, and not a few of thofe who once walked in 
the light of GOD’s countenance, may be turned from the 
way of peace, and finally drowned in everlafting perdi- 
tion. 

15. Well then might our bleffed Lord fay, woe unto the 
world becaufe of offences. Yetit muft needs be that offences 
will come ; yea, abundance of them will of neceffity arife, 
whem a breach of this fort is made in any religious commu- 
nity; while they that leave it endeavaur to juftify them- 
felves, by cenfuring thofe they feparate from ; and thefe, 
on the other hand, retort the charge, and f{trive'to ‘lay the 
blame on them. But how mightily does all this altercation 
grieve-the Holy Spirit of GOD ? How does it hinder his 
mild: and gentle operation in the fouls both of one and the 
other ? Herefies and fchifms, (in the feriptural fenfe of 
thofe words) will fooner or later be the confequence : par- 
ties will be formed on one and the other fide, whereby the 
love of many will wax cold, The hunger and thirft after 
righteoufnefs, after either the favour or the full image of 
GOD, together with the longing defires, wherewith fo many 
were filled, of promoting the work of GOD in the fouls: of 
their brethren, will grow languid, and, as offences increafe, 
will gradually die away. And as the fruit of the Spirit wi- 
thers away, the works of the flefh will again prevail: to the 
utter deftruétion, firft of the power, and then of the very 
form of religion. Thefe confequences are not imaginary, 
are-not built on mere conjeétures, but on plain matter of 
fatt.. This has been the cafe again and again, within thefe 
laft thirty or forty years ; thefe have been the fruits which 
we have feen over and over, to be confequent on fuch fe. 
paration. 


“FE s¢ tied 
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16. And what a grievous flumbling-block muft thek 
things be, to thofe who are withoat? To thofe who a 
ftrangers to religion? Who have neither the form nor tk 
power of godlinefs ? How will they triumph over thee 
once eminent chriftians ! How boldly afk, “ What are thy 
better than we ?” How will they harden their hearts more 
and more againft the truth, and blefs themfelves in thei 
wickednefs ? From which poffibly the example of the chrif 
tians might have reclaimed them, had they continued m 
blameable in their behaviour. Such is the complicated mif 
chief which perfons feparating from a chriftian church o 
fociety do, not only to themfelves, but to that whole fod. 
ety, and to the whole world in general. 

17. Ihave fpoke the more explicitly upon this head 
becaufe it is fo little underftood ; becaufe fo many of thok 
who profefs much religion, nay, and really enjoy a meafire 
of it, have not the leaft conception of this matter, neither 
imagine fuch a feparation to be any fin at all. They leave 
a Ehritiiin fociety with as much unconcern, as they go owt 
of one room into another. They give occafion to al! thi 
complicated mifchief ; and wipe their mouth, and fay the 
have done no evil ! Whereas they are juftly chargeable be- 
fore GOD and man, both with an ation that is evil in itfell, 
and with all the evil confequences which may be expeélei 
to follow, to themfelves, to their brethren, and to th 
world, 

18. I intreat you therefore, my brethren, all that fea 
GOD, and have a defire to pleafe him, all that with to have 

a confcience void of offence toward GOD and toward mat; 
think not fo flightly of this matter, but confider it calmly. 
Do not rafhly tear afunder the facred ties, which unite you 
toany chriftian fociety. This indeed is not of fo much cot 
fequence to you who are only a nominal chriftian. For ye 
are not now vitally united to any of the members of Chrif. 
Though you are called a chrifti ian, you are not really a mem 
ber of any chriftian church. But if you are a living mem 
ber, if you live the life that is hid with Chrift in “GOD, 


then take care how you rend the body of Chrift, by fep* 
rating 
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; ' a aa ie 
ft thefe rating from your brethren. It is a thing evil in itfelf, Is 
vho ap is a fore evil in its confequences. O have pity upon your- 
nor the felf! Have pity on your brethren! Have pity even upon 
*r the the world of the ungodly! Do not lay more ftumbling- 
are they blocks in the way of thele for whom Chnift died. 
ts more 19. But if you are afraid, and that net without reafon, 
in thei of /chr/m, improperly fo called ; how much more afraid will 
e chrif you be, if your conf{cience is tender, of fchi/m i in the proper 
ied un. {criptural fenfe ? O beware, I will not fay of forming g, but 
ed mif. of countenancing or abetting, any parties in a chriftian eB 
irch of ty! Never encourage, much lefs caufe, either by word or 
le foci aétion, any divefion therein, In the nature of things, éere 
muft be herefes | divifions] among you : but keep thyfelf pure. 
head, Leave off contention before it be meddled with: fhun the 
f thot & yery beginning of flrife. Meddle not with them that are 
neafure given to difpute, with them that love contention. I never 
neither knew that remark to fail, “ He that loves difpute, does not 
y leave love GOD.” Follow peace with all men, without which 
0 on you cannot effeftually follow holinefs. Not only feed peace, 
this but en/ue it; if it feem to flee from you, purfue it neverthe- 
y they He dels. Be not overcome of evil; put overcome evil with good, 
sle be. 20. Happy is he that attains the character of a peace- 
1 itfell, maker in the churchof GOD. Why fhould not you labour 
peled after this? Be not content, not to ftir up ftrife ; but do all 
to the that in you lies, to prevent or quench the very firft {park of 
it, Indeed it is far eafier to prevent the flame from breaking 
t fer out, than to quench it afterwards, However, be not afraid 
» have to attempt even this: the GOD of peace is On your fide. 
man; He will give you acceptable words, and will fend them to 
alm. the heart of the hearers. No/i diffidere : nolr difcedere, lays 
owe a pious man: Fac quod in te off; 3 Deus aderit bona tua 
bas yoluntaz. ‘* Do not diftruft him that has all power : that 
be has the hearts of ail men in his hand. Do what in thee 
‘rif. lies, and GOD will be prefent, and bring thy good defires 
neil to good effefi.” Never be weary of well-doing: in due 
nee ume thou fhalt reap, if thou faint not. 
‘OD, Newcaftie-under-Lyne, 


March go, 1786, 
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SERMON VL. 


On EPHESIANS iv. 1—6. 





I be fee h you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called, with all lowlinef{s and meekne/s, with long. 


Juffering, forbearing one another in love ; endeavouring to c 
heep the unity of the Sporet wn the bond of peace. There is < 
ene body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope 
of your calling: One Lard, one farth, one baptefm: One i 
GOD and Father of all, who is above all, and through f 
all, and in you all, 
1. OW much do we almoft continually hear about 
The church? With many 1t is matter of daily con: 
veriation. And yet how few underfland what they talk of? 5 


How few know what the term means? A more ambiguous 
word than this, the church, is {carce to be found in the Eng- 
ifh language. It is fometimes taken for a-bui!ding fet apart 
Jor public worfhip : fometimes tor a congregation, or body 
of people, united together in the fervice of GOD. Iris 
only in the latter fenfe that it istakenin the enfuing difcourle. 

2. It may be taken indifferently for any number of peo- 
ple, how {mall or great foever. As where two or three om 
met together zn hts name, there is Chrift; fo (to fpeak with 
St. Cyprian) “* Where two or three believers are met toge- 
ther, there is achurch.” Thus it is that St. Paw/, writing 
to Philemon, mentions the church which vs in his house > piain- 
ly fignifying, that even a chriflian family may be termed a 
church. 

3. Several of thofe whom GOD had caédid cut of the 
world, (fo ihe original word properly fignifies) uniting te- 
gether in one congregation, formed a larger church : as the 
church at Jerusalem; that is, all thofe in Feru/alem whom 
GOD had fo called. But confidering how fwiftly thefe 
were multiplied, after the day of Pentecoft, it cannot be fup- 
pofed that they could continue to aflemble in one place: 
efpecially 
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efpecially as they had not then any large place, neither would 
they have been permitted to build one. In confequence 
they muft have divided themfelves even at Feru/alem, into 
feveral diftinét congregations. In lke manner when St. 
Paul, feveral years after, wrote to the church in Rome (di- 
recting his letter To all that are in Rome, called to be farnts) 
it cannot be fuppofed that they had any one building capable 
of containing them all; but they were divided into feveral 
congregations, affembling in feveral parts of the city. 

4. The firft time that the apoftle ufes the word church, is 
in his preface to the former epiflle to the Corinthians: Panl 
called to be an apofile of Fefus Chrift, unto the church of GOD 
which is at Corinth: the meaning of which expretlion is fix- 
ed by the following words, to them that are fandlified in 
Chrift Fefus: wrth gll that in every place (not Corinth only; 
fo it was a kind of circular letter) call upon the name of Fe- 
fus Chrift our Lord, both thetr’s and our’s. Inthe inferipti- 
on of his fecond letter to the Corinthians, he {peaks fill more 
explicitly : Unto the church of GOD which is at Corenth, with 
all the faants that are in all Achaca. Here he plainly in- 
eludes all the churches, or chriflian congregations, which 

ere in the whele province. 

5. He frequently ufes the word in the plural number. 
So Gal. 1. 2. Paul an apoftle—unto the churches of Galatia, 
that is, the chriftian congregations dilperfed throughout that 
country. In all thefe places (and abundantly more might be 
cited) the word church or churches means, not the buildings 


where the chriftiams aflembled (as it frequently dees in the 


Englifh tongue) but the people that ufed to aflemble there, 
one or more chriftian congregations. But fometimes the 
word church is taken in feripture ina fil] more exterfive 
meaning, as including all the chriflian congregations that 
are upon the face of the earth. And in thig fenfe we under- 
ftand it in our liturgy when we fay, ‘ Let us pray for the 
whole ftate of Chrift’s church militant here on earth.” In 
this fenfe it is unqueftionably taken by St. Pau/, in his ex- 
hortation to the elders of Ephefus, (Acts xx. 28.) Take heed 
tothe church of GOD, which he haih purchased with his own 


blood. 
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blood. The church here undoubtedly means the catholic o¢ 
univerfal church, that is, all the chriflians under heaven, 

6. Who thofe are that are properly the church of GOD, 
the apoftie fhews at large, and that.in the cleareft and moft 
decifive manner, in the paflage above-cited: wherein he 
hkewife inftruéts all the members of the church, how to wa/s 
worthy of the vocation whereurth they are called. 


7. Let us confider, firft, Who are properly the church of 


GOD? What is the true meaning of that term? The church 
at Ephefus, as the apoflle bimfelf explains it, means, the 
faiats, the holy perfons, that are in Ephefus, and there af- 
femble themfelves together to worfhip GOD the Father and 
his Son Jefus Chri: whether they did this in one, or (as 
we may probably fuppole) in feveral places. But it is the 
church in general, the catholic or univerfal church, which 
the apofile here confiders as one ody : comprchending not 
only the chriftians zx the hou/e of Philemon, or any one fa- 
mily ; not only the chriftians of one congregation, of one 
city, of one province or nation; but all the perfons upon the 
face of the earth, who anfwer the charaétcr here given: the 
feveral particulars contained therein, we may now more 
diftinéily confider. 

8. There 15 one f/pirit who animates all thefe, all the liv- 
img members of the church of GOD. Some underfland 
hereby the Holy Spirit himfelf, the fountain of al] {piritual 
life. . And it is certain, if any man have not the Sprit of 
Chrift, he is none of dis. Others underfland it of thofe {pi- 
ritual gifts and holy difpofitions which are afterwards men- 
tioned. 

q. There is, in all thofe that have received the Spirit, one 
hope, a hope full of immortality. They know, to die 18 
not to be loft: their profpeét extends beyond the grave. 
They can cheerfully fay, bleffid be the GOD and Father of 
our Lord fe/us Chrifl, who, according to Ais abundant mercys 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the refurredtiom 
of Chrift from the dead, to an inheritance tncorruptble, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away.. 

“10. There is one Lord, who has now dominion over 
them, who has fet up his kingdom in their hearts, and 
reigns 
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reigns over all thofe that are partakers of this hope. To 
obey him, to run the way of his commandments, 1s their 
glory and joy. And while they are doing this with a will. 
ing mind, they, as it were, fit on heavenly places with Chri 
Fefus. 

11. There 2s one faith, which is the free gift of GOD, 
and is the ground ot their hope. This is not barely the 
faith of a heathen: namely, a belief that there is @ COD, 
and that he is gracious and juft, and confequently @ re- 
warder of them that diligently Jeek kim. Neither 1s it barely 
the faith of a devil: though this goes much farther than the 
former. For the devil believes, and cannot but believe, all 
that is written both in the Old and New Teftament to be 
true. But it is the faith of St. Thomas, teaching him to 
fay with holy boldnefs, my Lord and my GOD.. {t is the 
faith which enables every true chriflian believer to teflify 
with St. Paul, the hfe which I now hive, I live by farth in 
the Son of GOD, who loved me and gave himfelf for me. 

12. There is one bapti{m, which is the outward fign our 
one Lord has been pleafed to zppoint, of all that imward 
and f{piritual grace, which he is continually beftowing upon 
his church. It is likewife a precious means, whereby this 
faith and hope are given to thofe that diligently feek him. 
Some indeed have been inclined to interpret this in a figu- 
rative fenfe, as if it referred to that baptifm of the Holy 
Ghoft, which the apofiles received at the day of Pentecoft, 
and which in a lower degree is given to all believers, But 
itis a ftated rule in interpreting fcripture, never to depart 
from the plain, literal fenfe, unlefs it implies an abfurdity. 
And befide, if we thus underftood it, it would be a need- 
lefs repetition, as being included in, there ts one Spirit. 

13. There ts one GOD and Father of all, that have the 
Spirit of adoption, which crieth in their hearts, Abba, Fa- 
ther: which witneffeth continually with their /pirtts, that 
they are the children of GOD: who ts above all—the mot 
high, the creator, the fuflainer, the governor of the whole 
univerfe. dnd through all—pervading all f{pace, filling 
heaven and earth : 

Totum 
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Totum 
Mens agitans molem, & magno fe corpore mifcens.* 


And in you all—in a peculiar mannef living in you, thai 
are oné body, by one fpirit : 


Making your fouls his lov’d abode, 
The temples of indwelling GOD, 


t4. Here then is a clear unexceptionable anfwer to thit 
queftion, What is the church? The catholic or univerfal 
church ts, all the perfons in the univerfe whom GOD hath 
fu called out of the world, as to entitle them to the prece. 
cing charatter ; as to be one body, united by one Sperit, hay. 
ing one faith, one hope, one baptr/m: one GOD and Fathir 
of all, whois above all, and through all, and in them ail. 

15. This account is exactly agreeable to the nineteenth 
article of the church of England: (only the article includes 
a little more than the apoftic has expreffed.) 


Of the CuHurcH. 


“ The vifible church of Chrift is a congregation of 
faithful men, in which the pure word of GOD is preached, 
and the facraments be duly adminiftered,’”’+ 

It may be obferved, that at the fame time the thirty-nine 
atticles of the church of England were compiled and pub- 
lithed, a Lan tranflation of them was publifhed by the 
fame authority. In this the words were “ ca@tus creden- 
tium,” ‘* a congregation of believers :” plainly fhewing that 
by faithful men, the compilers meant, men endued with 
living fair. This brings the article to a ftill nearer agree- 
ment to the account given by the apoflle. 

But it may be doubted, whether the article fpeaks ofa 
particular church, or of the church univerfal? The title, 
“ of the church,” feems to have reference to the catholic 
church. But the fecond claufe of the article mentions the 
particular churches of Jeru/alem, Antioch, Alexandna and 
Rome. 
* The great mind that moves the whole mafs, and mixes himfelf with 


whole body. 
+ Sesthe 13th article of the liturgy of the Methodift-Epifcopal Church. 
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Rome. Perhaps it was intended to'take in both: foto de- 
fine the univerfal church, as to keep in view the feveral 
articular churches of which it is compofed. 

16. But the definition of a church, laid down in the ar« 
ticle, includes not only this, but much more, by that re- 
markable addition, “ In which the pure word of GOD is 
preached, and the facraments be duly adminiftered:” ac- 
cording to this definition, thofe congregations in which the 
pure word of GOD (a ftrong expreflion!) is not preached, 
are no parts of the church catholic. As neither are thofe, 
in which the facraments are not duly adminiftered. 

17. 1 will not undertake to detend the accuracy of this 
definition. I dare not exclude from the church catholic all 
thofe congregations in which any unfcriptural doétrines 
which cannot be aflirmed to be the pure word of GOD, are 
fometimes, yea, frequently preached. Neither all thofe 
congregations in which the facraments are not duly adm 
niftered. Certainly if thefe things are fo, the church of 
Rome is not a part of the catholic church: feeing therein 
neither 2s the pure word of GOD preached, nor the facra- 
ments duly adminifiered. Whoever they are that have one 
Smrit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one GOD and Father 
of all, 1 can eafily bear with their holding wrong opinions, 
yea, and fuperftitious modes of worfhip. Nor would Ion 
thefe accounts fcruple, {till to include them within the pale 
of the catholic church. 

If. 18, We proceed now to the fecond point. What is 
it 10 walk worthy of the vocation whereurth we are called ? 

It fhould always be remembered, that the word wa/& in 
the language of the apottle, is of a very extenfive fignifica- 
tion. It includes all our inward and outward motions, all 
our thoughts, and words, and aétions. It takes in, not 
only every thing we do, but every thing we either fpeak or 
think. It is therefore no {mall thing, to walk, in this fenfe 
of the word, worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called > 
to think, {peak and a&, in every inftance in a manner wor- 
thy of our chriftian calling. 

19. Weare called to walk, firft, wth all lowline/s : to 
have that mind in us which was alfo in Chrift Jefus, not to 
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think of ourfelves more highly than we ought to think, to 
be little, and poor, and mean, and vile in our own eyes: 
to know ourfelves as alfo we are known by him to whom 
all hearts are open ; to be deeply fenfible of our own un. 
worthinefs, of the univerfal depravity of our nature, (in 
which dwelleth no good thing) prone to all evil, averfe to 
all good, infomuch that we are not only fick, but dead in 
trefpafles and fins, till GOD breathes upon the dry bones, 
and creates life by the fruit of his lips. And fuppofe this 
is done, fuppofe he has now quickened us, infufing life in- 
to our dead fouls : yet how much of the carnal mind re. 
mains ? How prone is our heart {till to depart from the liv. 
ing GOD? What a tendency to fin remains in our heart, 
although we know our paft fins are forgiven? And how 
much fin, in fpite of all our endeavours, cleaves both to 
our words and aftions? Who can be duly fenfible, how 
much remains in him of his natural enmity to GOD? Or 
how far he is ftill alienated from GOD, by the ignorance 
that is in him ? 

20, Yea, fuppofe GOD has now thoroughly cleanfed our 
heart, and fcattered the laft remains of fin: yet how can we 
be fenfible enough of our own helplef{nefs, our utter inabi- 
lity to all good, unlefs we are every hour, yea, every mo- 
ment endued with power from on high? Who is able to 
think one good thought, or to form one good defire, unlefs 
by that Almighty power which worketh in us both to will 
and to do of his good pleafure ? We have need in this fate 
of grace, to be thoroughly and continually penetrated with 
afenfe of this. Otherwife we fhall be in perpetual danger 
of robbing GOD of his honour, by glorying in fomething 
we have received as though we had not received it. 

21. When our inmoft foul is thoroughly tin&tured there- 
with, it remains, that we be clothed with humility. The 
word ufed by St. Peter feems to imply, that we be covered 
with it as with a furtout: that we be all humility, both 
within and without, tin@uring all we think, fpeak, and do. 
Let all our ations {pring from this fountain: let all our 


words breathe this fpirit, that all men may know we have 
been 
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been with Jefus, and have learned of him to be lowly in 
heart. 7 

92. And being taught of him who was meek as well as 
lowly in heart, we {hall then be enabled to walk with all 
mecknefs, being taught of him who teacheth as never man 
taught, to be meek, as well as lowly in heart. This im- 
plies not only a power over anger, but over all violent and 
turbulent paffions. It implies the having all our paffions in 
due proportiou, none of them either teo firong or too 
weak, but ali duly balanced with each other, all fubordi- 
nate to reafon ; and reaion direéied by the Spirit of GOD. 
Let this. equanimity govern your whole fouls: that your 
thoughts may all flow in an even ftream, and the umlorm 
tenor of your words and attions be fuitable thereto. In 
this patience you will then pof/z/s your fouds, which are not 
our own, while we are toft by unruly paffions. And by 
this all men may know, that we are indeed followers of the 
meck and lowly Jefus. 

23. Walk with all long-fuffering. This is nearly related 
to meeknefs, but implies fometking more. It carries on 
the victory already gained aver all your turbulent paffions, 
notwithitanding al! the powers of darknefs, all the affaults 
of evil men or evil {pirits. It is patiently triumphant over 
all oppofition, and unmoved, though all the waves and 
ftorms thereof go over you. Though provoked ever fo 
often, itis flill the fame, quiet and unfhaken ; never being 
overcome of evil, but overcoming evil with good. 

24. The forbearing one another in love feems to mean, 
not only the not refenting any thing, and the not avenging 
ourfelyes: not only the not injuring, hurting, or grieving 
each other, either by word or deed: but alfo, the bearing 
One another's burdens; yea, and leflening them by every 
means in our power. It implies the fympathizing with our 
brethren in their forrows, afflictions, and infirmities: the 
bearing them up, when without our help they would be li- 
able to fink under their burdens: the endeavouring to 
“on their finking heads, and to ftrengthen their feeble 
enees, 


95. Laftly, 
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25. Laftly, The true members of the: church of Chri 
endeavour, with all poffible diligence, with all care and pains, 
with unwearied patience, (and all will be little enough) to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: to preferve 
inviolate the fame f{pirit of lowlinefs and meeknefs, of long. 
fuffering, mutual forbearance and love: and all thefe ce. 
mented and knit together by that facred tie, the peace of 
GOD filling the heart. Thus only can we be and continue 
living members of that church which is the body of Chrift, 

26. Does it not clearly appear from this whole account, 
why in the ancient creed, commonly called the apoftles, we 
term it the univerfal or catholic church? The holy catholic 
church @ How many wonderful reafons have been found out, 
for giving it this appellation ? One learned man informs us, 
*“ The church 1s called holy, becaufe Chrift the head of it 
is holy.” Another eminent author afirms, “ It is fo called, 
becaufe all its ordinances are defigned to promote holinefs.” 
And yet another, “ Becaufe our Lord extended, that all the 
members of the church fhould be holy.” Nay, the fhorteft 
and the plaineft reafon that can be given, and the only true 
one is, The church is called holy, becaufe it is holy: be: 
caufe every member thereof is holy, though in different de- 
grees, as he that called them 1s holy. How ciear 1s this! 
If the church, as to the very effence of it, is a body of be- 
Jievers, no man that is not a chriftian believer can be a mem- 
ber of it. If this whole body be animated by one Spirit, 
and endued with one faith, and one hope of their calling; 
then he who has not that Spirit, and faith, and hope, is no 
member of this body. It follows, that not only no common 
{fwearer, no fabbath-breaker, no drunkard, no whoremonger, 
no thief, no liar, none that lives in any outward fin; but 
none that is under the power of anger or price, no lover of 
the world; in a word, none that is dead to GOD, can be 
a member of his church, 

27. Can any thing then be more abfurd than for men to 
cry out, “ The church! The church!” And to pretend to 
be very zealous for it, and violent defenders of 1t; while 
they themfelves have neither pari nor Jot therein, oe ar 
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deed know, what the church is ? And yet the hand of GOD 
is in this very thing! Even in this his wonderful wifdom ap- 
pears, dire¢ting their miftake to his own glory, and caufing 
the earth to help the woman. Imagining that they are mem- 
bers of it themfelves, the men of the world frequently defend 
the church. Otherwife the wolves that furround the little 
flock on every fide, would in a fhort time tear them in pieces, 
And for this very reafon, it is not wife to provoke them 
more than is unavoidable. Even on this ground, let us if it 
be poffible, as much as lieth in us, live peaceably with all 
men. Efpecially as we know not how foon GOD may call 
them too out of the kingdom of fatan, into the kingdom of 
his dear Son. 

28. Inthe mean time let all thofe who are real members 
of the church, fee that they walk holy and unblameable in 
all things. Ye are the light of the world! Ye are a city fet 
upon a hill, and cannot be hid. O let your hight fhane before 
men! Shew them your faith by your works. Let them fee 
by the whole tenor of your converfation, that your hope is 
all laid up above! Let all your words and attions evidence 
the Spirit whereby you are animated! Above all things, let 
your love abound. Let it extend to every child of man: 
let it overflow to every child of GOD. By this let all men 
know whofe difciples ye are, becaufe you love one another. 


Briftol, Sept. 28, 1785. 
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From September 18th, 1784, to June 3, 178s. 





EPTEMBER 18, 1784. At ten in the morning 
we failed from Kzng-road, for New-York. There 
was hardly a breeze of wind flirring, but the tide was 
in our favour, My brethren and mytelf retired to prayer 
aa the cabin. Almoft immediately a breeze fprung up, 
which 








238 THE JOURNAL OF BISHOP COKE, 


which carried us with the help of the tides about‘ 
hundred leagues from Briflol by Monday morning, §, 
duflin’s meditations were this day made no fiall blefling 
to my foul. 

Sunday r9. This day we intended to give two fermons 
te the fhip’s company, but all was fickne!s: we were dif. 
abled from doing any thing but calling our care upon 
GOD. 

Wednefday 22. This was to me a night of trial. The 
florm was high: the fea frequently wafhed the deck. My 
thirft was exceffive, and al] the failors at work on the deck, 
except a few that were gone to reft. Sleep had forfaken 
me, but my truft was truly in the Lord. 

Thurfday 23. For this and the three former days we lof 
everal leagues, being now nearer Brz/fod confiderably than 
on Monday morning. The ftorms were high and frequent, 
and the fhip obliged to tack backwards and forwards every 
four hours between the coafts of England and France. It 
2»peared doubtful for fome time whether we fhould not be 
obliged to take refuge in the port of Bref. For the five 


kalt days my brethren and myfelf tafled no flefh, nor hardly 
any kind of meat or drink that would flay upon our fo- 
machs, 

Friday 24, This morning I began to be hungry, and 


thought it prudent through the weaknefs of my body, al- 


though it was Friday, to breakfaft on water-gruel without 
bread. This day I began to recover my ftrength, and em- 
ployed myfelf in reading the life of Franczs Xaveer. O for 
a faul like his! But, glory be to GOD, there is nothing 
rmpofhible with him. I feem to want the wings of an eagle, 
and the voice of a trumpet, that I may proclaim the gofpel 
through the eaft and the weft and the north and the fouth. 

Now the Lord was pleafed to hear our prayers, and the 
wind veered from north-weft to fouth-wef, and our {hip 
now travelled from three to five miles an hour towards Amé- 
rica. 

The Lord has now given me one peculiar blefling—a 


piace of retifement. It is fo {mall that I have bardly room 
| to 
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to roll about, and there is a window in it which opens to 
the fea, and makes it the {weeteft place under deck. Here, 
GOD willing, I fhall fpend the greateft part of my time. 

. Saturday 25. We have now failed about 150 leagues to- 
wards America. My brethren and myfelt are tolerably reco- 
yered. . May we improve this time of reft to the profit of 
our fouls, and the preparation of them for the work of 
GOD. Aman, dangeroufly ul, affords us an opportunity 
of vifiting the failors in the fleerage, and preaching to them, 
through him the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

The captain of our fthip, I believe, never {wears. Nor 
does he fuffer any cf his men to game or get drunk. And 
though the men are, I find, lke the reft of their brethren, 
profane to the lait degree, yet, when we are upon deck, 
there is feldom an oath to be heard. 

Sunday 26. This day we performed divine fervice both 
morning and afternoon, and the failors, except thofe on 
immediate duty, attended. A French fhip came hoifting 
her colours, and of courfe expeéting the fame compliment 
from ours, whilft I was enforcing the hiftory and example 
of the trembling jailor converted by Paul and Silas, which 
not a little interrupted us. They appeared indeed to give 
clofe attention to Mr. Whatcoat in the afternoon, whilft he 
explained to them the wages of fin and the gift of GOD, 
But alas! 1 am ready tg defpair of our doing them any ef- 
fential good. O for more faith! 

Tuefday 28. For the two laft days the winds were con- 
trary, and we hardly gained a league; but now they are 
again favourable, and we are come about 250 leagues from 
Briftol. The failors now attend us daily at morning prayer. 
For thefe few days paft, I have been reading in my ftudy 
the life of David Brainerd. O that I may follow him as he 
followed Chrift, though in fome things, I believe, he ran 
to great extremes. But his humility, his felf-denial, +his 
perfeverance, and his flaming zeal fur GOD, were exem- 
plary indeed. 

This morning a whale played around our fhip for an hour 
and a half: it was a noble fight indeed. And after him, an 
innumerable 
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innumerable company of porpoifes. How manifold are 
thy works, O GOD! 

Friday, Ottober 1. This morning I devoted to fafting 
and prayer, and found fome degree of refrefhment, and a 
facred longing after more fervency and activity in the fer. 
vice of my GOD. 

Saturday 2. Hitherto the wind had not blown from any 
one ot the fifteen eaitern points of the compafs: but now a 
britk gale from the eaft carries us d:red//y to our point. We 
are now about 350 leagues from Briflol, but have probably 
not failed in all fewer than 700. 

Thurfday 7. In the morning we hada perfeét calm, and 
the captain {pread all his fails; the confequence of which 
was, that, a fudden fquall attacking us at dinner-time, our 
main-maft was very near being fnaptin two. The mate has 
been jult informing me, that during the fquall, and the ama- 
zing buftle in which they were, not a fingle oath was heard 
among the failors. So far hath GOD wrought! We are 
now about 500 leagues on our voyage. 

Sunday 10. Mr. Whatcoat and Mr. Vafey preached this 
day to the failors, and I expounded in the evening: but, 
alas! I do not perceive that we reach their hearts ; though 
they now attend morning and evening on the week days. 

Friday 15. For many days we had contrary winds till 
yeflerday : but within thefe two days we have made a con- 
fiderable progrefs. 

Monday 18. I have now waded through bifhop Hoadley's 
treatifes on conformity and epifcopacy, 566 pages ottavo. 
He is a powerful reafoner, but 1s, 1 doubt, wrong in his pre- 
mifes. However, he is very candid. In one place he al- 
lows the truth of St. Zerome’s account of the prefbyters of 
Alexandria, who, as Jerome informs us, eletted their own 
bifhops for 200 years, from the time of St. Maré to the ume 
of Dionyfus. In another, he makes this grand conceflion, 
“ I think not an uninterrupted line of /ucceffion of regularly 
ordained d:/hops necefflary.” Page 489. In feveral other 
places he grants, that there may be cafes of neceffity, which 
may juftify a Prefoytertan ordination. But he really feems 
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to prove one thing, ‘ That it has been the umverfal pra€tice 
of the church from the latter end of the lives of the apoftles 
to the time of the reformation, to inveft the power of ordi- 
nation. in a church-ofhicer fuperior to the prefbyters, whom > 
the church, foon after the death of the apottles, called be/hop 
by way of eminence, but who had no diftin& name given 
him in the New Teftament.’ 

Friday 22. This day, being fet apart for fafting and pray 
er, as alfo Wednefday lait, 1 finifhed St. Auffin’s meditations. 
Certainly he was a good man, however falfe zeal might fome- 
times have led him aftray, or his Manzchean principles drawn 
him ingo errors after his converfion. 

We were now vifited by a {fparrow, which informed us we 
were nota great way from land. She probably came from 
Newfoundland. 

My brethren and I fpend a couple of hours or thereabouts 
in reading together in the evenings. The captain and his 
fon and the mate fometimes liften to us with great attention. 

The Lord has, I truft, now given us one foul among the 
failors ; that of Richard Hare. His mother hved in Step- 
ney, and was a member of our fociety. I believe, he is in 
ameafure awakened, blefled be GOD, by our miniftry in 
this fhip. 

Sunday 24, I neverin my life beheld fo beautiful a fky 
as this morning a little before fun-rife ; fo beautiful a mix- 
ture of colours, and fo fine a fretwork. 1 don’t wonder 
that the poor heathens worfhip the fun. 

During our afternoon-fervice, whilft I preached my fare- 
well-fermon, the people liftened with great attention. And 
now, I think, I am free from their blood. 

This afternoon we {poke to a brig bound for London. 

Wednefday, November 3. We are now fafely arrived 
at New-York, praifed be GOD, after a very agreeable paf- 
fage. We inquired for the Methodift preaching-houfe, and 
a gentleman, who I afterwards found had no fort of con- 
nexion with-us, led us to our friend Sands, where we make 
our abode in a moft comfortable manner. 


Hh I have 
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I have opened Mr. Wefley’s plan to brother Dochins, the 
travelling-preacher ftationed at this place, and he highly 
approves of it, fays that all the preachers moit earnelily 
long for fuch a reformation, and that brother A/bury, heis 
fure, will confent to it. He preffes me earneftly to make 
it public, becaufe, as he molt juitly argues, Mr. Vc/ley,has 
determined the point, though Mr. d/dury is moft refpeé. 
fully to be confulted in refpett to every part of the execu. 
tion of it. By fome means or other, the whole conti. 
nent, as itwere, expects me. Mr, dj/dury himfelf has for 
ome time expected me. 

This evening I preached on the kengdom of GOD githin, 
to a ferious little congregation, the notice being very {hort 
Thurfday 4. This morning (at fix o’clock, in compliance 
with the defire of fome of our friends) I preached on “ As 
the hart panteth,’ &c. and had very near as many, I think, 
as on the evening before. 

Friday 5. This morning I enforced on the people the exs 
ample of the Rechadites: laft night the neceflity of being 
fealed with the {pirit of promife. In the afternoon I fet of 
for Philadelphia. Saturday 6. I arrived at Philadelphia, 
and was rec eived moft kin ‘ly by brother Baker, merchant, 
in Market-/ireet. Sunday 7. This day I preached in the 
morning and afternoon in St. Paul’s church, at the defire of 
Dr. Magaw, and in the evening to a large congregation i 
our own chapel, on the neceflity of the witnefs of the Spt 
rit; after preaching, I opened to the fociety our new plan 
of church-government: and I have reafon to believe, that 
they al! rejoice in it. 

Friday 12. I preached at the Crofs-Roads in the flate of 
Delaware, to a fimple-hearted people. But there is no 
morning-preaching. Brother Whatcoat had almoft as many 
to hear him in the morning, as I had in the evening. On 
my journey to this place, we were moft fumptuoully enter 
tained at an inn gratzs. The landlady has certainly fome 
love for the people of GOD. Saturday 13. I was molt 
kindly entertained at the houfe of Mr. Baffet. The place 
where he lives, is called Dover; he is not in fociety, but 
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he js building us a large chapel. ‘Here I met with an excel- 
ly lent young man Freeborn Garretfon. It was this young 
ly man (though but juft come out into the work) who joined 
is himfelf to Mr. A/ury, during the dreadful difpute concern- 
ke ing the ordinances, and bore down all before him. He 
a OF feems to be all meeknefs and love, and yet all aétiyity. He 
te makes me quite afhamed, for he invariably rifes at four 
U- o'clock in the morning, and not only he, but feveral others 
i & of the preachers; and now blufhing I brought back my 
or alarm to four o’clock. 
Sunday 14. Brother Whatcoat had a very good congre- 
My gation in the court-houfe at fix in the morning. About 
rt. ten o'clock we arrived at Barreé’s chapel, fo called from 
c oF the name of our friend who built it, and who went to hea- 
As ven afew days ago. In this chapel, in the midft of a fo- 
k, reft, I had a noble congregation, to which I endeavoured 
to difplay the bleffed Redeemer, as our wifdom, righteoufnefs, 
- &§ fan&tification and redemption, After the fermon, a plain, 
s robuft man came up to me in the pulpit, and killed me: I 
f & thought it could be no other but Mr. Afbury, and I was not 
4 - deceived. I adminiftered the facrament after preaching, 
i, Ff with the aid of brother Whatcoat, to, 1 think, five or fix 
ne hundred communicants, and afterwards we held a love-feaft. 
of It was the beft feafon I ever knew, except one at Charle- 
in mount, in Jreland, After dining in company with eleven 
Nl of the preachers at aur fifter Barret’s, about a mile frem the 
n chapel, 1 privately opened qur plan to Mr, Afbury. He 
at expreffed confiderable doubts concerning it, which I rather 
applaud than otherwife ; but informed me that he had re- 
of ceived fome intimations of my arrival on the continent ; and 
10 as he thought it probable I might meet him on that day, and 
ay might have fomething of importance to communicate to him 
Mn from Mr. Wefley, he had therefore called together a confi- 
af derable number of the preachers to form a council; and it 
ne they were of opinion that it would be expedient immediately 
oft to call a conference, it fhould be done. They were ac- 
ce 


cordingly called, and after debate, were unanimoufly of 
ut pinion that it would be bei immediately to call a confe- 
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rence of ail the travelling-preachers.on the continent. We 
therefore fent off Freeborn Garretfon lke an arrow, the 
wholg length of the continent, or of our work, direting 
him to fend meffengers to the right and left, and to gather 
all the preachers together at Baltemore, on Chri/imas-Ey, 
Mr. Afbury has alfo drawn up for me a route of about 
S00 or a 1000 miles in the mean time, which, GOD 
willing, 1 fhall punétually fulfil, (He has given me his 
black ( Harry) by name and borrowed an excellent horfe 
for me.) I exceedingly reverence Mr. Af-ury: he has f 
much fimplicity, like a little child; fo much wifdom and 
confideration ; fo much meeknefs and love ; and under all 
this, though hardly to be perceived, fo much command and 
authority ; that he 1s exattly qualified for a primitive bifhop, 
He and I have agreed to ufe our joint endeavours to efta 
blith a fchool or college on the plan of Keng/wood-{chool. 
One of our American preachers (brother Tunnel/ ) has been 
this year at St. Chriffopher’s, in the Wefl-Indies, for bis 
heaith, and the people liked him fo well, that they offered 
him #.150 per ann. a horfe, a room, and a flave, if he 
would flay among them ; but he refufed. I baptifed here 
about 30 or 4o infants and feven adults. We had indeed 
a precious time at the baptifm of the adults, 

I am now convinced that the preachers cannot preach in 
-the mornings early except in the towns which are very thinly 
{fcattered. Nay, they can feldom preach in the evenings. 
The middle of the day, even upon the week-days, is them 
general time of preaching throughout the whole continent, 
except in the large towns. 

My whole plan, except one day, leads me to preach in 
the middle of the day; and then only, in general. 

Whate’s chapel, Kent-county, ftate of Delaware, Tuefday 
16. I am now at the houfe of our brother W- , who 
is chief-juftice of the court of common pleas, and general 
fleward of the circuit. 1 preached here to a moderate con- 
gregation, and baptized many children. 


[To te continued. | 
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Poetry. 


(eRe 
A FAREWELL To tHe WORLD. 


\ HILE ficknefs rends this tenement of clay, 
‘Th’ approaching change with pleafure I furvey, 

O’erjoy’d to reach the goal with eager pace, 

E’er my flow life has meafur’d half its race, 

No longer fhall 1 bear, my triends to pleafe, 

The hard conftraint of feeming much at eafe, 

Wearing an outward {mile, a look ferene, 

While piercing racks and tortures lurk within. 

Yet let me not, ungrateful to my GOD, 

Record the evil, and forget the good. 

For both I humble adoration pay, 

And blefs the Power who gives and takes away : 

Long fhall my faithful memory retain, 

And oft recall each interval of pain. 

Nay, to high heaven for greater gifts I bend ; 

Health I’ve enjoy’d, and I had once a friend. 

Our labour fweet, if labour it might feem, 

Allow’d in feafon the inftruttive fcene : 

Yet here no lewd or ufelefs wit was tound; 

We pois’d the wav’ring fail with ballaf found. 

Learning here plac’d her richer flores in view, 

Or wing’d with love the pleafing minutes flew. 


Nay, yet fublimer joys our bofoms prov’d, 
Divine benevolence, by heaven belov’d : 
Wan, meagre forms, torn from impending death, 
Exulting, bleft us with reviving breath. 
The thiv’ring wretch we cloath’d, the mourner cheer’d, 
And ficknefs ceas’d to groan, when we appear’d. 
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Unafk’d, our care affifts with tender art 
Their bodies, nor negleéts th’ immortal part. 


Sometimes in fhades, impierc’d by Cynthza’s beam, 
Whofe luftre glimmer’d on the dimpled ftream, 


We wander’d innocent through fylvan {cenes, 























Or tripp’d, like fatries, o’er the level greens. In 
From fragrant herbage, deck’d with pearly dews, Nei 
And flow’rets of a thoufand diff’rent hues, The 
By wafting gales the mingling odours fly, To 
And round our heads in whifp’ring breezes figh. Mo 
Whole nature feems to heighten and improve Tru 
The holier hours of innocence and love. Sor 
Youth, wit, good-nature, candour, fenfe, combin’d WI 
To ferve, delight, and civilize mankind ; He 
In wifdom’s love we every heart engage, 
And triumph to reflore the golden age. mm 
( 
Now clofe the blifsful fcene, exhaufted mufe ! He 
The lateft blifsful fcene, that thou fhalt chufe : att 
For now in life, what joys for me remain, Go 
Save one dear wifh, to balance every pain, Ai 


To bow my head, with grief and toil opprefs’d, 
Till borne by angel-bands to everlafling reft. 





It is but juftice to her memory, to obferve, that fhewa Bp Ay 
at reft, before the went hence; being for fome yearsawil- J An 
nefs of that ref, which remains even here for the people of Sus 
GOD. ° My 

. | Id 
Th BEGGAR and th DIVINE, 
[By Dr. Byron.] AY 

N fome good books one reads of a divine, ‘. , 

u 


Whole memorable cafe deferves a line ; 
Who, to ferve GOD the beft and fhorteft way, GC 


Pray'd for eight years together every day, 
That 
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That in the midft of do€trines and of rules 
However taught, and praétis’d by the {chools, 
He would be pleas’d to bring him to a man 
Prepar’d to teach him the compendious plan. 
























He was himfelf a dofor, and well read 
In all the points to which divines were bred ; 
Neverthelefs he thought, that what concern’d 
The moft illiterate, as well as learn’d, 
To know and praétife muft be fomething full 
More independent on fuch kind of fkill: 
True chriftian worfhip had, within its root, + 
Some fimpler fecret, clear of all difpute ; 
Which, by a living proof that he might know, 
He pray’d for fome praétitioner to fhow. 0 4 


One day poffefs’d with an intenfe concern 
About the leffon which he fought to learn, 
He heard a voice that founded in his ears 
“ Thou haft been praying for a man eight years ; 
Go to the porch of yonder church, and find 
A man prepar’d according to thy mind.” 





Away he went to the appointed ground ; 
When, at the entrance of the church, he found 
A poor old beggar, with his feet full fore, 

And not worth two-pence all the clothes he wore. 
Surpriz'd to fee an objet fo forlorn 
My friend, faid he, I wifh thee a good morn,—— 
“ Thank thee,” replied the beggar, “ but a bad 

I don’t remember that I ever had.”—— 





Sure he miflakes, the doftor thought, the phrafe——~ 
A fortune good befall thee all thy days ! 
“ Me,” faid the-beggar, “ many days befall, 
But none of them unfortunate at all.”——- 
GOD blefs thee! anfwer plainly, I requeft—— 
“ Why, plainly then I never was unbleft,”—— 


Never ? 
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Never ? Thou fpeakeft in a myftic ftrain, 
Which more at large I wilh thee to explain. 


To with me kindly a good morning, friend ; 
And I replied, that 1 remember’d not 

A bad one ever to have been my lot: 

For, let the morning turn out how it will, 

I praife my GOD for every new one flill. 
If I am pinch’d with hunger or with cold, 

It does not make me to let go my hold: 
Still GOD I praife. 
This bleffed cordial, which has pow’r to make 
The fouleft morning, to my thinking, fair ; 
For cold and hunger yield to praife and » say’r, 
Men pity me as wreiched, or defpife ; 

But whilft I hold this noble exercife, 

It cheers my heart to fuch a due degree, 

That every morning ftill is good to me. 





“ Thou didit,, moreover, wifh me lucky days, 
And I by reafon of continual praife, 
Said that I had none elfe ; for come what would 
On any day, I knew it muft be good, 
Becaufe GOD fent it; fweet, or bitter, joy, 
Or grief, by this angelical employ 
Of praifing him, my heart was at its reft, 
And took whatever happen’d for the beft ; 
So that by fweet experience I can fay 
Inever knew of an unlucky day. 


“ Then didft thou pray—GOD blefs thee !—and I faid, 


I never was unbleit; for being led 

By the good Spirit of imparted grace, 
To praife his name, and ever to embrace 
His righteous will, regarding that alone, 
With total refignation-of my own, 

I never could, in fuch a itate as this, 
Complain for want of happinefs or blifs ; 





“ With all my heart.—Thou firft didft condefcend 





























Hail, rain, or fnow, I take 













POETRY. 


Refolv’d in all things, that the will divine; 
The fource of all true blefling, fhould be mine.” 


The doétor learning from the beggar’s cafe 
So great an inilance of the pow’r of grace, 
Propos'd a queftion, with intent to try 

The happy mendicant’s direét reply 





“« What wouldft thou fay,” faid he, “* fhould GOD think fit 


To caft thee down to the infernal pit ?” 


« He caft me down! He fend me into hell ! 
No——He loves me, and I love hiin too well: 
But put the cafe he fhould, I have two arms 
That will defend me from all hellifh harms ; 
The one humelity, the other dove; 

Thefe I would throw below him, and above. 
One under his Awmanity Vd place, 

His Deity the other fhould embrace ; 

With both together I would hold fo faft, 

That he fhould go wherever he would ca/. 
And then whatever thou fhalt call the fphere, 
Hell if thou wilt, is heaven if he be there.” 


Thus was a great divine (whom fome have thought 
To be the juftly fam’d Taulerus) taught 

The holy art, for which he us‘d to pray, 

That to ferve GOD the moft compendious way, 
Was to hold fafi a loving, humble mind, 

Stull praifing him, and to his will refign'd. 


RR ee Retna Mees tee 
Written in May, after a feafonable Shower of Rain. 


OW chang’d the face of nature fhews ! 
How gay the rural fcene! 
A fairer bloom the flowers difclofe; 
The meads a livelier green. 
wee While 



















































£596 POETRY. 


While beauty clothes the fertile vale, 
And bloffoms on the fpray, 

And fragrance breathes in ev'ry gale, 
How {weet the vernal day ! 


And hark! the feather’d warblers fing ! 
Tis nature’s cheerful voice : 

Soft mufic hails the lovely fpring, 
And woods and fields rejoice. 


How kind the influence of the fkies ! 
Thefe fhowers with bleflings fraught, 
Bid verdure, beauty, fragrance rife, 


And fix the roving thought. 


O let my wondering heart confefs, 
With gratitude and love, 

The bounteous hand that deigns to blefs 
The garden, field, and grove. 


That bounteous hand my thoughts adore, 
Beyond expreffion kind, 

Hath fweeter, nobler gifts in flore 
To blefs the craving mind. 


That hand, in this hard heart of mine, 
Can make each virtue live ; 

And kindly fhowers of grace divine 
Life, beauty, fragrance give. 


O GOD of nature, GOD of grace! 
Thy heav’nly gifts impart ; 

And bid fweet meditation trace 
Spring blooming in my heart. 


Infpir’d to praife, 1 then fhall join 
Glad nature’s cheerful fong : 

And love, and gratitude divine, 

Attune my joyful tongue. 





~~ mee —-_— -_- 
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